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TEENAGER Kirsteen Lupton has won the 
heart of Hollywood superstar Jude Law 
with her bravery and fantastic fundraising.

Born with her bladder outside her body, 
the 13-year-old needed emergency surgery 
when she was just hours old and has en-
dured 15 major operations.

And after winning her fight for life, she 
raised £750,000 for the hospital that saved 
her – including an incredible £20,000 in 10 
minutes by auctioning her own signature.

Now Kirsteen, daughter of Milngavie 
checkout assistant Jill Lupton, has written 
a book – and she has just received the front 
cover back from the printers.

She has suffered terrible pain and will need 
a catheter for the rest of her life.

But, undaunted, this amazing young 
woman from Glasgow kept smiling and re-
mained confident and bubbly – determined 
to raise money as a thank you to Great Or-
mond Street Hospital (GOSH). 

And Jude, who presented Kirsteen with a 
Tesco-sponsored Daily Mirror Pride of Brit-
ain award for Fundraiser of the Year, has 
paid tribute to Scotland’s bonnie battler. He 
told The One this week: “Kirsteen’s story is 
one that gives inspiration and hope to eve-

ryone and I felt 
honoured and 
privileged to 
present her with the award.”

The ceremony at London Television Cen-
tre was watched by seven-million TV view-
ers, and superband McFly gave her a signed 
guitar.  The then Prime Minister, Tony Blair, 
was so impressed he invited Kirsteen to 
Downing Street the following day in 2006.

Kirsteen’s memoirs – Pride of Britain, pic-
tured above – even have a foreword by TV 
maths wizard Carol Vorderman.

Mum Jill, 48, has been ill herself, under-
going a triple heart-bypass in October, and 
hopes to return to work later this spring. 

Kirsteen, from Glasgow, said: “Because 
I’ve grown up seeing so many sick children, 
it makes me stronger to help raise money as 
a thank-you to the hospital. I want to be a 
doctor and would love to work there.”

Her fundraising heroics include model-
ling at fashion shows, public speaking at 
corporate functions and giving her school 
play  proceeds to the hospital. She’s donat-
ing the proceeds from the book to GOSH.
n Pride of Britain is published by Virgin 
Books on 2 October, priced £12.99.
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